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The first steps that a human being takes on the path to  
knowledge are crucial. At Saint-Charles, we accompany your 
child on their formative journey and provide them with the 
tools to ensure future success.

Founded in 1897, the Collège & Lycée Saint-Charles is located in out-
standing settings in Ajoie, in the Swiss canton of Jura. The establishment,  
which welcomes young people between the ages of 10 and 20, is  
situated on the shoes of the Allaine, in a tree-lined garden at the foot 
of the magnificent Château de Porrentruy. Nicknamed «the Athens of 
Jura», this little town has nearly 7,000 inhabitants and is known for its long  
tradition of education, its openness to the wider world, and its stimulation 
of the thirst for knowledge.

PLACING THE HUMAN BEING AT THE HEART
The Collège & Lycée Saint-Charles offers quality teaching, while focusing  
on «living together» and self-knowledge. Teachers and students alike 
form a coherent whole, and under the banner of «supporting growth», 
Saint-Charles does everything possible to turn young adults into capable  
citizens of the world. Staff share their curiosity and keen sense of  
tolerance and freedom with their students.

A COMPLETE PEDAGOGIC AND EDUCATIONAL PACKAGE
From primary level through to maturity, the Collège & Lycée Saint-Charles 
offers a complete educational programme and a wide range of teaching 
methods, allowing students to learn at their own pace and find their own 
personal paths. With small class sizes, an emphasis on language learning, 
partnerships with other schools both in Switzerland and abroad as well as 
bilingual French-English degrees and an international baccalaureate, the 
school delivers the highest standards of education.

The programme, which encompasses the 6th academic year up to the final 
year of secondary school, is based on Swiss cantonal and federal guide-
lines and allows pupils access to post-compulsory education pathways 
(business schools, general education schools, Lyceums) and post-Lyceum 
pathways (HES, universities, polytechnics).

The coaching and assistance of our students can take place over full 
days that include breaks, lunch and supervised homework. The boarding 
school can accommodate students seven days a week.

Renowned for the quality of its foreign language instruction, the Collège &  
Lycée Saint-Charles offers an immersive language-teaching structure right 
from the primary level. Students have the option to take specific courses 
aimed at obtaining official qualifications in German, Italian, and English.  
A bilingual «French-English» qualification is being offered as of 2016.

COLLÈGE ET LYCÉE SAINT-CHARLES

A STUDENT-FOCUSED SCHOOL 
OPEN TO THE WORLD
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“THE STRENGTH OF A COUNTRY LIES IN  
ITS YOUNGSTERS, AND THE GREATEST ASSET  
OF ANY YOUNGSTER IS THEIR EDUCATION”
Charles Burrus (1929 – 2011), 
Honorary President of 
the Collège & Lycée Saint-Charles

The Swiss education system is broken into multiple pathways, at Saint-
Charles, we provide a secondary curriculum that corresponds with 
both the University (track A) and Professional (track B) opportunities in  
Switzerland. Both produce well rounded students who are prepared for 
their future academic pathways.

The Lycée programme is spread out across 4 years, which leaves room for 
extracurricular activities and offers the students greater working comfort.

To encourage a rounded and well-balanced approach to study and play, 
the school offers a wide range of sporting activities. Its facilities include a 
sports centre, a swimming pool and a large garden.

The Collège & Lycée Saint-Charles also takes a «quality first» approach 
when it comes to nutrition. The meals served are prepared in the  
College kitchens. The establishment benefits from having the Fourchette 
Verte (Green Fork) label and has joined the Écoles en Santé (Healthy 
Schools) network.

RHYTHM AND RULES OF LIFE
Life and teaching at Saint-Charles are based on global, egalitarian  
organisation rules. The coherent, rigorous application of these rules  
contributes to the effectiveness of the institution and its harmony.

Our teaching aims to respect the learning rhythms and methods of  
each individual student. Attention, sensitivity and individual monitoring 
are key elements of the educational philosophy of the Collège & Lycée 
Saint-Charles.

The quality of teaching is at the heart of everything we do. The school 
encourages the continuing education of its faculty in order to ensure that 
its curricula and teaching methods are constantly updated, so that they 
incorporate the latest developments and innovations. At Saint-Charles,  
all teachers have had advanced training already and keep on training 
themselves in different fields of expertise.

Communication and sharing are essential to the functioning of our  
institution and to the well-being of the students. Cooperation, availability, 
and listening skills are highly valued.

Collaboration and interdisciplinary work are encouraged in order to  
ensure coherent pedagogical monitoring of classes. The team works  
together closely, in a warm and friendly environment. Students are called 
on to participate in extracurricular activities and to develop projects in 
conjunction with the faculty.
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SAINT-CHARLES THROUGHOUT THE TIME 

A MODERN SCHOOL  
SINCE 1897

KEY EVENTS 

1897 Opening of a Boarding School (Catholic Institute)  
for Boys by Ernest Daucourt

1910 Opening of the Professional School of Drawing 
as part of the Catholic Institute

1913 Permission to open a primary school was granted

1914 Permission to open a secondary school was granted

1915 Catholic Institute became Saint-Charles Institute

1925 Saint-Charles Institute became Saint-Charles Collège

1930 Present chapel dedicated to Saint Thérèse 
and the infant Jesus

1932 New annex to host eight literacy classes

1962 New classroom building

1972 Léon Burrus Sports Centre 
(hall and swimming pool) opened

1975 Girls school opened

1978 Approved to issue high school diplomas

1987 Development of the library reading room  
and the girls’ boarding school

1989 Polyptych signed by Bregnard installed in the chapel, 
under the aegis of Abbot Chèvre, rector

1991  Josiane Pourchet, first female rector of Saint-Charles

1997 The old buildings are renovated for the College  
Centennial, with the support of patrons from the Jura area

2001 Introduction of primary school level immersive German

2010  Immersion room outfitted

2014 New boysʼ boarding school created

2015 New library opened

2015 All IT equipment overhauled

2016 Introduction of bilingual French-English diplomas
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“THE HISTORY OF THE SAINT-CHARLES COLLEGE  
WAS NOT ALL CAREFULLY PLANNED FROM THE BEGINNING.  
IT TOOK SHAPE DEPENDING ON CIRCUMSTANCES AND NEEDS, 
ACCORDING TO A PROVIDENTIAL PATH.” 
Edgar Voirol, canon and rector of the Saint-Charles College from 1940 to 1967

PHILOSOPHY AND FUNCTIONING

SUPPORTING GROWTH
The Collège & Lycée Saint-Charles has built its reputation 
on its highly professional supervision and the quality of its  
approach to teaching. Students benefit from personal  
monitoring throughout their course. This caring support  
allows them to flourish within the school environment.  
Students are encouraged to actively participate in the  
activities suggested by their teachers throughout the year 
and to stimulate their intellectual curiosity.

A STRONG EMPHASIS ON LANGUAGES
Particular attention is paid to language learning at Saint-Charles. The 
school aims to cultivate a taste for languages amongst all its students. 
German is taught intensively, right from primary level. English is practised 
from an early stage and a bilingual maturity degree in French-English is 
now offered.

The approach to language teaching aims to build solid foundations in the 
classroom. Lively and intuitive practices reinforce the learning of German  
and English via immersive workshops and regular contact with foreign 
students. The valuable links that have been developed with partner  
institutions in Germany – Antoniuskolleg near Cologne – and in Britain –  
Bishop’s Stortford College near Cambridge – help us to organise  
language exchanges from the 10th school year onwards.

PERSONALISED, TAILORED COACHING
Each student is unique. In addition to preferring small classes, we en- 
courage exchanges between teachers, students and the parents. For  
children with difficulties in organizing their study load, a specific course is 
offered. It may be followed over a quarter, a semester, or a full year. In this 
way, students have the opportunity to learn how to organise and structure 
their homework.

Particular emphasis is placed on supporting students with specific learning 
difficulties, such as high-potential students or those with difficulties related to 
a dyslexia-type disability. Teachers at Saint-Charles are particularly attentive  
to this. The school offers tailored coaching for such students: development  
groups, dedicated activities, organisational courses, and learning strategies. 

The teaching team is supported by boarding school prefects and a mediator.  
They are available to help students if they need anything and they make 
every effort to make their stay at Saint-Charles a rewarding experience.

FURTHER STUDY PATHWAYS
Teaching at the Collège & Lycée Saint-Charles begins at the primary  
level, from the 6th grade as per the Swiss HarmoS system. It extends to the  
secondary level and allows a high school diploma («Swiss Maturité»)  
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* The boxed grades represent the university preparation diploma program in each country

AGES SAINT-CHARLES
SWISS MATURA 

PROGRAMS

INTERNATIONAL  
BACCALAUREATE  

AT SAINT-CHARLES

USA UK RUSSIA CHINA BRAZIL

8 5 Grade 3 Year 3 2 2 2°

9 6 Grade 4 Year 4 3 3 3°

10 7 Grade 5 Year 5 4 4 4°

11 8 Grade 5 Year 6 5 5 5°

12 9 Grade 6 Year 7 6 6 6°

13 10 Grade 7 Year 8 7 7 7°

14 11 Grade 8 Year 9 8 8 8°

15 1ère MYP 4 Grade 9 Year 10 9 9 9°

16 2éme MYP 5 
* coming 2019

Grade 10 Year 11 10 10 1°

17 3éme IB 1 
* coming 2020

Grade 11 Year 12 11 11 2°

18 4éme IB 2 
* coming 2021

Grade 12 Year 13 12 3°

PHILOSOPHY AND FUNCTIONING
Saint-Charles’ grade offerings are outlined in blue as compared with oth-
er countries which are outlined in white

after four years. It extends to the secondary level and allows a high 
school diploma (Swiss Maturité) after four years. Starting in August 2018,  
Collège & Lycée Saint-Charles will offer its students the possibility to join 
the final two years of the MYP (Middle Years Program) of the International 
Baccalaureate. Saint-Charles also offers international baccalaureate (IB) 
programs for the 4th and 5th middle-school year. Detailed documentation 
concerning the high school programme is available upon request.

THOUGHTFUL SCHOLARLY GUIDANCE
The transition from primary to secondary is a key moment in the curriculum of 
every pupil and Saint-Charles pays special attention to it. School orientation 
takes place after the 9th year, in very small classes, with rigorous monitoring  
and close collaboration with parents.

A school and vocational guidance framework, devised jointly with the Centre 
for Scholastic and Vocational Guidance in the canton of Jura, enables teachers  
to assist pupils in grades 10 and 11 with the choice of their future direction:  
high school, middle school, or apprenticeship. Students make their  
decisions in full knowledge of the facts and have all the tools that they need  
to succeed in their studies or professional careers.

A ROUND-THE-CLOCK WELCOME TO THE DAY SCHOOL
At the Collège & Lycée Saint-Charles, the school day takes place on a  
continuous basis, thus allowing for a favourable reception of students 
and a more relaxed organisation for families. Students at the com- 
pulsory school benefit from block schedules. The school’s restaurant  
offers balanced meals, labelled Fourchette Verte (Green Fork), every day 
of the week. 

At the end of each day, students who wish to do so can take part in  
assisted homework classes. Supervision is provided by teachers from the 
school. In addition, a reception outside normal hours can be offered if 
requested by parents.

SPORT, CULTIVATING A TASTE FOR EXERCISE
Open to all college and high school students, sporting activities enjoy a 
prominent place at Saint-Charles. Equipped with a large, multi-purpose 
sports hall, outdoor playgrounds and an indoor pool within the campus,  
the school offers a wide choice of disciplines, allowing students to  
practice both individual and team sports. Encouraging a balance  
between physical and intellectual stimulation allows our students to  
surpass themselves every day.

CULTURAL ACTIVITIES FOR EXCELLENCE
Saint-Charles offers students the chance to be involved in extra-curricular  
activities aimed at encouraging sharing and curiosity. Practised in groups 
and supervised by our teachers, these valuable moments present an 
opportunity for students to develop their talents and knowledge, while 
learning about others and above all about themselves.

These emerging artists, musicians, singers, actors and dancers are  
encouraged to present the results of their work during the school’s  
various ceremonies.
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PRIMARY SCHOOL

INITIATING KNOWLEDGE
Saint-Charles welcomes students from the 5th HarmoS (age 10) 
onwards. Students receive highly structured, personal teaching  
from energetic, vibrant teachers. These teachers work on a 
teaching team, working closely together to deliver engaging  
lessons that challenges students creatively and intellectually.  
While students follow the Swiss school curriculum, their  
program extends beyond the traditional requirements to  
provide a stronger base for their future.

FOCUS OF PRIMARY SCHOOL:
· Solid foundation of concepts
· Learning strategies
· Language focus in French, English and German
· School guidance for Secondary school opportunities 
· Cultural and experiential activities
· Hands on learning 

CURRICULUM 

PRIMARY 5th Official PER programme (Plan d’études  
romand, the Francophone Swiss Studies Plan) 

6th Official PER programme, German and  
English lessons, immersive learning

7th Official PER programme, German and  
English lessons, immersive learning

8th Complete PER programme, German and  
English lessons, immersive learning

At Saint-Charles, children and adolescents follow the public Swiss 
school curriculum. The small class sizes allow students to tackle 
subjects in greater depth. This makes all the difference.

At the Collège & Lycée Saint-Charles, we offer your child the 
necessary framework to ensure that their school career puts 
them on the path to success. Our structure makes it possible  
to postpone learning path direction until the transition to  
secondary school. With the guidance of focused staff,  
students will review and revise their plans for preparing for 
University studies (Pathway A) or focus on general education, 
commercial schools or apprenticeships (Pathway B).

FOCUS OF SECONDARY SCHOOL:
· Structured small group classes for personalized guidance
· Physics and applied mathematics, strong focus on science
· Language learning stays abroad
· International cross-cultural opportunities
· Instruction in French, German, English and including a Latin option
· Experiential activities to facilitate learning

CURRICULUM 

SECONDARY 9th Orientation year in small classes

10th Secondary A
Science or Latin  
options

Secondary B

11th Secondary A
Science or  
Latin option
FLEA1 language 
course A

Secondary B

FLEB1 language  
course B

 1 French as a foreign language

SECONDARY SCHOOL

STRUCTURING KNOWLEDGE
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COLLEGE (SWISS MATURITÉ AND  
INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE)

DEPLOYING KNOWLEDGE 
Achieving a high school diploma opens the doors to higher  
education institutions, such as University. The Collège & Lycée  
Saint-Charles is an institution recognised by the Swiss Con-
federation and is authorised to let its students sit Federal high 
school diploma exams. The Collège & Lycée Saint-Charles 
offers three distinct programs to meet students’ educational 
goals and prepare them for their high education goals.

FOCUS OF COLLGE: 
· Consolidation of knowledge
· Development of know-how and social skills
·  Mastery of languages (including preparatory courses 
 for internationally recognised diplomas) 
· Combination of core subjects and individual electives

CURRICULUM 

Swiss Maturité 
(French)

Bilingual  
Swiss Maturité  
(French and English)

International  
Baccalaureate  
(English)

Each program offers a rigorous education pathway for students which 
prepares them for Universities in Switzerland and all over the world.  
Students have over 35 hours of instruction a week over four years with 
both core subjects and electives to provide a personalized educational 
experience for each student. 

Teachers work closely with students to accomplish their goals, continuing  
to understanding of learning strategies so students not only master  
content but develop the ability to apply and build knowledge. Our  
teachers work in close connection with the University professors to  
ensure our students have the skills they need to be exceptional in their 
high education path and future vocations.

“AT SAINT-CHARLES, THE HUMAN BEING  
TAKES CENTER STAGE. STUDENTS AND  
FACULTY TOGETHER FORM AN ENTITY  
FOR THE BEST POSSIBLE EDUCATION.”
Carmen Kocher, Headmistress
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The mixed boarding school at the Collège & Lycée Saint-
Charles enables students to be accommodated in a friendly,  
informal environment. 24-hour supervision is provided 
by prefects and team leaders. This reception area allows  
students to live together in a pleasant, safe environment. 
The mingling of the various nationalities present on campus  
promotes openness to others and stimulates curiosity, a key 
predisposition for entering the active world of tomorrow.

Living areas such as the study room and the library provide a setting  
and atmosphere that are conducive to serious, ongoing work as well 
as peaceful relaxation. The gymnasium, swimming pool and relaxation  
areas are available to the interns during their free time, offering them  
an indispensable physical counterpart to their balanced intellectual  
development.

DIVERSITY: TOGETHER YET DISTINCT
Saint-Charles has been a mixed gender establishment since 1975.  
However, interns are housed in two different halls to maximize privacy 
and comfort.

SUPERVISION: SUPPORTING GROWTH 
The boarding school head master and staff are the main point of contact 
for the interns; they are present 24 hours a day to ensure that studies go 
smoothly, and to organise interesting and fulfilling activities for the interns. 
The prefects stay in close contact with parents and the school’s management. 

Community life and teaching at Saint-Charles are structured to help  
pupils with their development. The coherent, rigorous application of rules 
contributes to the effectiveness of the school and its harmony. If any prob-
lems should arise, parents are contacted in order to resolve these swiftly.

MEALS: ENERGY FOR GROWTH 
Balanced meals are prepared and served in the Saint-Charles kitchens.
The establishment benefits from having the Fourchette Verte (Green 
Fork) label and has joined the Écoles en Santé (Healthy Schools) network  
(www.ecoles-en-sante.ch).

TIMETABLES: A FULL WEEK
As of the beginning of the 2017 school year, the boarding school offers  
5-day week or a 7 day a week offers for students studying abroad. It  
remains open during short holidays, thereby allowing its residents who 
have travelled long distances to benefit from complete accommodation 
facilities. Optional activities are provided for fall and spring break as well 
for students traveling longer distances.

LIFE ON CAMPUS

A BOARDING SCHOOL FOR 
CITIZENS OF THE WORLD
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Students at Collège & Lycée Saint Charles do get the opportunity of  
cultural excursions to Swiss and European cities. During these visits, 
teachers will provide general, cultural and historical knowledge. During 
different interdisciplinary weeks, students get to know different fields and 
will work together with colleagues from other classes and age groups.

Saint-Charles also offers a wide range of sport activities such as  
swimming, equestrian training, aviation, golf or tennis.

The Catholic tradition of the Lycée & Collège Saint-Charles, a college of 
the Bishop of Basel, is maintained by two courses: Religious History and 
Religious Studies. These subjects are taught at all levels of the College. 
Courses in Religious History are taught by Abbot Jean-Pierre Ndianyama, 
the school chaplain.

A chaplaincy team is there for all students, whether external or internal, 
and offers annual activities to celebrate Saint Charles’ Day. The team 
also supervises the preparation of religious celebrations with students 
throughout the year, e.g. at Christmas or Easter. For many, this is an op-
portunity to deepen their knowledge of the Christian traditions and to 
strengthen the ties surrounding common humanist values.

Three teachers complete this spiritual presence. They provide coun- 
selling and encouragement to pupils and teachers.

Jean-Pierre Ndianyama, Chaplain and teacher

Philippe Girardin, Teacher

Geneviève Lachat, Teacher

Romain Cattin, Teacher

Yoshua Zimmermann, Teacher



THE COLLÈGE & LYCÉE SAINT-CHARLES, 
AT THE HEART OF EUROPE
Our establishment’s location at the heart of Europe and at the centre of 
an efficient transport network makes for easy access and ensures we are 
always open to hospitality and exchanges.

It is easy to reach us, whether by train, air or car.

GENEVA

ZURICH

FRANCE AUSTRIA

ITALY

GERMANY

Sion

Berne

1 hour

2 h
ou

rs

2 hours

Altenrhein

Samedan

Basel/Mulhouse

Lugano

Collège et Lycée Saint-Charles
Rte de Belfort 10 | 2900 Porrentruy
Tel. +41 32 466 11 57
secretariat@saint-charles.ch
www.saint-charles.ch


